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did it animate the restless Asiatics of old,
who broke up their pristine homesteads and
set out in search of fresh settlements far
away in the highlands of Iran and the
plains of the Punjab. Neither documentary
nor traditional record of that remote age has
come down to us, and the pleasing picture
of ancient Aryan life which has been drawn
by scholars, though highly suggestive and
not wanting in colour, is, of necessity, incom-
plete and conjectural, not unlike one of the
noble torsos which are occasionally excavated
amidst classical ruins, and touched up by
the skill and fancy of the antiquarian.

The vast tribal commotion, at the very
dawn of civilisation, will, in its details, for
ever remain in darkness. The wanderings
of those who first called themselves Aryas
probably occupied many generations. There
is no reason to assume a simultaneous exodus
of the patriarchal settlers. It seems more
likely that groups of them left the old
country, one at a time, just as a family or
clan might feel disposed to move on owing
to over - population, famine, or plague, or,
may be, to better land prospects held out
in a happier clime. Literary evidence is
not forthcoming until the period of the